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OUR MISSION: Since 1972, The United States - Israel Binational Science Foundation (BSF) has invested in leading scientists 
in America and Israel working collaboratively on world class, cutting-edge research that advances scientific knowledge and 
provides solutions to the challenges facing our world. Through its research funding, the BSF is strengthening the bridge 
between the United States and Israel, and ensuring a productive partnership between the two nations for generations to come.

The BSF is a simple equation: Israeli + American Minds = Better Science

The BSF launched a Transformative Science Program (TSP) in 2010, adopting guidelines developed by the U.S.-based National Science 
Foundation (NSF) for transformative research as “driven by ideas that have potential to radically change our understanding of an 
important scientific concept, or lead to the creation of a new paradigm, or a new field of science.”  Recognizing the immense promise 
of transformative science research, the BSF plans to give one or two awards in this program annually. A special scientific panel was 
convened to select the grantees, consisting of six senior scientists, three from Israel and three from the U.S. The panel was aided by 
external reviews from experts from around the world. In the first round of the TSP in 2010, out of 51 pre-proposals received, 12 were 
approved for submission of full proposals, and two of these were awarded grants. 

One of the winning proposals is “Regulation of Alternative Splicing by Small Non-Coding RNAs,” from Prof. Ruth 
Sperling of The Hebrew University and Prof. Stefan Stamm at the University of Kentucky in Lexington. The research will 
explore how the genetic information in DNA is interpreted to form organisms. These researchers plan to investigate 
the role of short ribonucleic acids (RNA) molecules, which are directly made from DNA, in this process. The work 
should enhance understanding of the mode of genome (total hereditary information) processing, possibly opening a 
new chapter in the field of molecular biology. These findings could lead to a novel approach in designing therapies 
against human diseases, in general, and appetite-suppressing treatments, in particular.
 

The second award went to Prof. Yonina Eldar from the Department of Electrical Engineering 
at the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, and Prof. Andrea Goldsmith from the 
Department of Electrical Engineering at Stanford University for their proposal, “Enabling 
New Radio Architectures and Network Protocols by Breaking the Nyquist Barrier.” The laws 
of Nyquist and Shannon currently govern the world of data communications. However, such 
networks suffer from variable and poor performance, low spectral efficiency, and high energy 
consumption. These researchers propose using novel sampling, communication, and signal 
processing ideas to overcome these problems. Their innovative approach could lead to 
wireless networks that can support more users and devices with greatly increased efficiency 

and performance. This work could have a far-reaching impact on the large range of applications based on wireless technology, including 
multi-media communications, sensor networks, biomedical devices, and automated highways.

The results of the first stage of the second round of submissions to the Transformative Science Program have just been announced. Out of 
53 pre-proposals received in 2011, eight collaborative teams were chosen to go on to the next stage and invited to submit full proposals.

TRANSFORMATIVE SCIENCE PROGRAM GRANTS AWARDED 

Prof. Andrea GoldsmithProf. Yonina Eldar

Prof. Stefan Stamm
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A research team lead by Dr. Benjamin Ocko from the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL) 
and Prof. Moshe Deutsch of the Department of Physics from 
Bar-Ilan University (BIU) have discovered a way of making thin 
organic-molecule films so that they remain solid at temperatures 
at which the bulk material is molten. This BSF-supported 
research was carried out together with Dr. Diego Pontoni and 
Prof. Harald Reichert from the European Synchrotron Radiation 
Facility in France. 

“As we discovered in a previous study, also supported by 
the BSF, the free surface of a molten sample of alkanes 
and related materials undergoes an intriguing ‘surface 
freezing’ effect in which the surface layer remains frozen 
at temperatures well above that at which the bulk material 
melts,” Prof. Deutsch pointed out.  This contrasts with most 
other materials, in which the free surface would start to 
disorder, and eventually melt, at a temperature at which the 

bulk remains solid. “The reason why ‘surface freezing’ occurs only in alkanes (waxes) and their derivatives, remains somewhat of 
a mystery,” added Dr. Ocko. 

As these researchers recently reported in the leading journal Physical Review Letters, surface freezing in the form of a thin 
molecular layer can also be induced at the interface between a liquid and a solid surface. Dr. Ocko described such films as 
“better ordered and smoother than all other organic monolayer films created to date.” These experimental results and the 
theoretical framework developed to explain them are expected to lead to new ideas on how to make defect-free, single-
molecule-thick films, which are of great importance for a wide range of applications in nanoscience, electronic devices, 
organic solar cells, and biosensors.

In the United States, 90,000 people a year die as a result of infections with “superbugs,” such 
as Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), which are resistant to known antibiotics. In a joint BSF 
project, Dr. Sylvie Garneau-Tsodikova’s team at the Life Sciences Institute at the University of 
Michigan, together with the team of Dr. Micha Fridman from the Department of Chemistry at Tel 
Aviv University, found they could employ the enzymes bacteria use to kill antibiotics as tools for 
creating more effective drugs. 

“The bacteria know how to identify antibiotics via enzymes. Using a chemical change at a suitable 
site in the drug, they block its activity,” explained Dr. Fridman. “We have developed both chemical 
and biochemical techniques to block the location in the antibiotic changed by the enzyme to create 
resistance.” 

This approach was recently refined to produce larger quantities of new analogues of the antibiotics 
tobramycin and paromomycin, which are in clinical use. “We are very excited because these novel compounds have a better potential for 
alleviating some of the resistance problems than drugs currently on the market,” said Dr. Garneau-Tsodikova.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE—NEW RESEARCH NEWS
Researchers Collaborate To Unlock The Mysteries Of Surface Freezing

Novel Antibiotics Prevent Drug Resistance In Bacteria 

Dr. Sylvie Garneau-Tsodikova

From left to right:  Dr. Lilach Tamam (BIU), Dr. Ben Ocko (BNL) and Prof. Moshe 
Deutsch (BIU) at Brookhaven’s National Synchrotron Light Source experimental station 
where some of the research is carried out.
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Support BSF Young Scientists – The Next Generation of Pathfinders

COCH

O

Astronomists Discover New Class Of Supernovae

The 1.2-meter Samuel Oschin Telescope at Palomar 
Observatory that was used to discover a new class of 
supernovae.

Supernovae are stellar explosions, driven by gravitational or thermonuclear energy, 
which occur when stars die. A BSF-supported collaboration between Dr. Avishay Gal-
Yam, Senior Scientist at the Department of Particle Physics and Astrophysics in the 
Weizmann Institute of Science, and Prof. Shrinivas Kulkarni, Director of the Caltech 
Optical Observatories, plays a key role in a 27-member international research team, 
which recently discovered a new class of very bright supernovae. 

A paper in the prestigious scientific journal Nature, with Dr. Robert Quimby, a California 
Institute of Technology (Caltech) Post-Doctoral researcher as lead author, reported that 
the properties of these novel supernovae cannot be described by any known processes.
These exciting findings are among the results of the Palomar Transient Factory (PTF).  

As a major goal of the BSF project, the Wise observatory in Mizpe Ramon, Israel, was integrated into the network of telescopes supporting 
the PTF. Prof. Kulkarni, Dr. Gal-Yam and their collaborators started the PTF four years ago to scan the skies for newly appearing flashes of 
light (known as transients), many of which are supernovae. They are almost a hundred times brighter than the dim, small dwarf galaxies of 
a few billion stars, in which they are located, which would otherwise remain undetected. They also indicate what ancient stars might have 
been like, since they most likely originate from stars around a hundred times the size of the sun, which are probably very similar to the first 
stars in the universe. “It is really amazing how rich the night sky continues to be,” Prof. Kulkarni remarked. “In addition to supernovae, the 
PTF is making other great advances in stellar astronomy.”

A recent report from the United States-based National Science Foundation (NSF) showed clear evidence to support widespread recognition that 
science and engineering research is becoming an increasingly international endeavor. This has never been truer than it is now. It is quite apparent 
that the current environment offers a larger pool of researchers for both U.S. public and private enterprises, and a wide range of possibilities for 
collaborations and utilization of major leading research universities and institutions such as those in Israel and the U.S.

“The BSF believes that research today will fuel the breakthroughs of tomorrow. And, we firmly believe that such breakthroughs will be made by 
providing encouragement to young scientists just launching their careers,” said Dr. Yair Rotstein, BSF Executive Director. 

BSF Young Scientist Awards are meant to support newly appointed researchers who are beginning their careers, and are aimed at helping these 
young scientists establish an independent U.S.-Israel cross-border research work experience.

BSF Young Scientists will work in collaboration with a senior scientist from the partner country (either Israel or the United States depending on the 
Young Scientist’s home country). For Israelis, having completed their post-doctoral work (in most cases done in the U.S.), they can preserve and build 
on past ties while a U.S. young scientist award recipient will have the opportunity to experience an energized research community at one of Israel’s 
outstanding universities through learning about this remarkable country.

Recognizing the immense importance and value of supporting the work of young scientists, the BSF invites donors to consider support for Young 
Scientist Awards. Donors of this program may select to support the work of a scientist in either the U.S. or Israel. Supporting this program provides 
the unique opportunity to fund the work of truly promising young scientists in the U.S. and Israel, and ensures the BSF’s ability to continue to fund the 
work of the brightest young scientific minds – tomorrow’s award winners – while strengthening the American-Israeli partnership through science.  

To learn more about supporting BSF Young Scientist Awards, please contact Gary Leo, BSF National Director of Development at gary@bsf.org.il or by 
phone at 310-264-1606 or Diane Romirowsky, Director of Development, Eastern Region, at diane@bsf.org.il or by phone at 201-280-1472.
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  How did your collaboration begin? 

Prof. Eitan Friedman, S. Levy Gertner Oncogenics Unit, Sheba 
Medical Center
EITAN: I heard Harry speaking so 
passionately about the history of the 
Jewish people, and I knew of Harry’s 
seminal work on cancer predisposition 
in Ashkenazi Jews.  After the lecture, 
it dawned on me that he was the 
ideal person to spearhead the effort to 
elucidate the genetic background of the 
Jewish people.

Dr. Harry Ostrer, Pediatrics/Human Genetics, New York University
HARRY: I approached Eitan to ask him if he wanted to collaborate 

on the Jewish HapMap Project 
because I knew he would be 
able to recruit the many Jewish 
Diaspora populations in Israel 
that were not well represented in 
the United States.  I had admired 
Eitan’s work in cancer genetics 
and knew that he was ideally 
situated to recruit people for this 
project.

  How does working collaboratively contribute to the  
  progress of this project? 

EITAN: Over the course of the project Harry and I traveled to some 
distant places in Israel and in Southern Europe in order to recruit 
Jewish individuals and lecture to them about the importance of 
the project.  I am sure that without Harry we would not be able to 
get to these individual groups and would not be able to expand the 
spectrum of genotyped individuals.

  What do you learn from each other?

EITAN: I have learned a lot from Harry about how to present the 
project and how to respond to people’s inquiries, specifically about 
genetic discrimination.  I have also learned a great deal from my 
discussions with him about the statistical analyses and the tools he 
uses for this.

HARRY: Eitan taught me about life in Israel.  There is nothing quite 
like walking in the shoes of a colleague to learn about the road not 
traveled.

  How is the project coming along? 

HARRY: The project is coming along amazingly.  We had a paper 
accepted for publication in the American Journal of Human 
Genetics.  We have started analyzing our data from another 10 
Jewish populations, so we can see the whole genetic overview of 
the Jewish Diasporas.

  What is the future of your research? 

EITAN: There are multiple lines of progress we envision in the future.  
We would like to put the genetic map of the Jewish people in the 
appropriate perspective, namely to compare it to the HapMaps of 
other Middle Eastern populations.  We would then like to use this 
information to analyze the genetic basis of multifactorial multigenetic 
disorders in the Jewish population, for example breast cancer.

  What impact might your findings have on the 
  world at large? 

HARRY: The genetics of Jews is the genetics of the Old World – 
stable populations that lived in specific geographic locales for a 
long time.  The genetic methods that we are developing now for 
understanding common diseases will be applicable to peoples in 
much of Asia, Africa and Europe.  The genetics of the New World is 
really quite different.

EITAN: First and foremost, the results would be the first 
comprehensive effort to decipher the genetics of Middle Eastern 
individuals, and provide a source for comparison with other world 
populations as it relates to history migration patterns and clinically 
relevant disorders.

  Do you find it more worthwhile to have a partner  
  working on the same effort -- how and why? 

EITAN: Having a partner who shares your goal and understands every 
aspect of a project of this magnitude is crucial for its success.

HARRY: Absolutely.  I could not have done this work in Israel without 
Eitan, and I suspect that he could not have done this work in the 
United States without me.

COLLABORATIVE DIALOGUES: 
On Making a Genetic Map of Complex Disorders in Jewish Populations

Prof. Eitan Friedman

Prof. Harry Ostrer



5

The BSF Annual Dinner took place on June 30, 2011 on the campus 
of the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, on the serene and 
historic grounds of the private home of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the 
first President of the State of Israel, and his wife, Dr. Vera Weizmann. 
As Dr. Yair Rotstein, BSF Executive Director, illuminated in his 
welcoming remarks, this year’s event was held at the Weizmann 
Institute, one of the Israeli institutions significantly benefitting from 
BSF research grants. 

In presenting a brief history of the U.S.-Israel Binational Science 
Foundation (BSF), Board Chair Dr. Shlomo Wald, Chief Scientist, 
Israeli Ministry of National Infrastructure, described the BSF as 
“an icon of excellence… a proven success at an international 
level.” He was proud to highlight two new BSF grant programs: the 
Transformative Science Program funding breakthrough research, 
and the BSF Energy Grants program, funded by the Israeli Ministry 
of Infrastructure and the United States Department of Energy, 
specifically supporting research on alternative and renewable 
energy, and energy efficiency. 

In addition, Dr. Wald announced the expansion of the Prof. Rahamimoff Travel Grants Program for Young Scientists to support 20 candidates a 
year, providing Doctoral and Post-Doctoral researchers the opportunity to use facilities and expertise not available in their home countries. 

Prof. Daniel Zajfman, President of the Weizmann Institute, welcomed the guests noting that it was particularly fitting that the BSF Dinner 
was being held at the Institute, since Dr. Weizmann, a prominent scientist himself with over 100 published papers and 120 patents, was 
the founder of the Daniel Sieff Research Institute, later renamed, in his honor, as the Weizmann Institute. Dr. Weizmann firmly believed that, 
“science will bring peace to this land and renew its youth.”  “His amazing vision has been realized,” said Prof. Zajfman, who also stressed, 
“the value of basic science for its own sake” as the basis for many key advances in applied fields. 

All in all, this year’s dinner once again showcased the outstanding work being done through the efforts of both the U.S. and Israel in 
promoting world-class collaborative research through the BSF. 

  

The Bergmann Memorial Awards for the best applications by young scientists went to two researchers: Dr. Udi Qimron from Tel Aviv University 
working together with Prof. Charles Richardson from the Harvard Medical School on “Bacteriophage-Host Interactions;” and Dr. Inna Gaisler-
Salomon from the University of Haifa, who is collaborating with Dr. Scott Small and Dr. Stephen Rayport from Columbia University on “Glud1 
Deficiency in Animal Model of Schizophrenia.” Dr. Gaisler-Salomon responded on behalf of all the award winners pointing out about her 
research that there have been no new lines of medication for schizophrenia since the 1960s. While research in laboratory models cannot 
completely mimic human diseases, they can represent certain key features, and can be used to develop new drugs against them. 

The two Neufeld Memorial Awards for outstanding applications in the health sciences went to two groups: Prof. Yosef Yarden of the 
Weizmann Institute of Science and Prof. Forest White of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who are collaborating on “Mutant EGF 
Receptors of Brain Tumors” and Prof. Israel Vlodavsky from the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa, together with Prof. Ralph D. 
Sanderson from the University of Alabama on “Novel Heparanase Inhibitors for Myeloma Treatment.” This is broadly based on the idea, said 
Prof. Vlodavsky, “that you have to change microenvironment, not just treat the tumors.” 

SHOWCASING SUCCESS 
The BSF Annual Dinner

Four Major BSF Prizes Awarded

Pictured at the BSF Annual Dinner are BSF Board members with the President of 
the Weizmann Institute, from left: Mr. Danny Glushenkov (Israeli Finance Ministry), 
Prof. Thomas Crisman (Uni. of South Florida), Dr. Al Teich (American Association 
for the Advancement of Science), Prof. Michael Crosby (Mote Marine Lab.), Prof.  
Daniel Zajifman (President of the Weizmann Inst.), Prof. Mina Teicher (Bar-Ilan 
Uni.), Mr. Dan Darrach (State Dept.), Prof. Avi Israeli (Ministry of Health), Dr. Clifford 
Gabriel (NSF)
Not pictured are: Dr. Shlomo Wald (Ministry of National Infrastructures), Prof. Chaim 
(Howard) Cedar (Hadassah-Hebrew Univ. Medical School)
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MEET THE DONORS 
The Endowment for the Neurosciences

Steven J. Greenberg, M.D., President of the South Carolina-based Endowment for the Neurosciences (ENS) has been welcomed as a 
Founder of the BSF Ambassadors Council.  

In making their most generous grant, Greenberg stated, “I am pleased to provide support that will foster collaborative research between 
these two great nations in the area of Life Sciences, with particular focus on the fields of neurology and neurological sciences.” Dr. 
Greenberg went on to say “the ENS is pleased to provide support for the many worthy research programs in the neurosciences funded 
through the BSF.”

The BSF is currently funding 41 projects in the area of neurological sciences.  Among the projects underway, scientists at Tel Aviv 
University and the California Institute of Technology are probing the role of the immune system in schizophrenia.  In another study 
at Ben Gurion University, the University of Haifa, and the University of Michigan, research teams are working on the neurobiology of 
disrupted contextual odor discrimination in an animal model of post-traumatic stress disorder.  Scientists at the University of Haifa, 
Rambam Medical Center, and Technion-Israel Institute of Technology in Israel, along with a team at Wake Forest University Health 
Sciences in Winston, North Carolina, are exploring imaging and psychophysics of endogenous analgesia in migraine pathophysiology 
and treatment.

“The support of Dr. Greenberg and the Endowment for the Neurosciences means a great deal to the BSF and to the international 
research community,” said Dr. Yair Rotstein, BSF Executive Director.  “The Neurosciences is a key area of focus for the BSF and grant 
funding from the Endowment for the Neurosciences enables us to support the most promising neurological research and partner with 
leading scientists in the U.S. and Israel to advance this important area of study.”

The BSF Board of Governors welcomed two new members to their first Board of Governors meeting in Rehovot, Israel this past June. 

Appointed to the Board were Prof. Chaim (Howard) Cedar, Professor at Hebrew University – Hadassah School of Medicine, and Prof. 
Abraham (Avi) Israeli, Chief Scientist of the Ministry of Health and the Head of the Health Policy, Health Care Management and Health 
Economics Department at Hebrew University – Hadassah School of Medicine.

Prof. Cedar immigrated to Israel and took up a position as Professor of Molecular Biology at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem in 1973, and has remained there ever since.  He was awarded 
the Israel Prize in 1999, has been an elected member of the European Molecular Biology 
Organization (EMBO) since 1983, and became a member of the Israel Academy of Sciences in 
2002.  He has received the Wolf Prize in Medicine (2008), the Emet Prize (2009) and the Gairdner 
International Award (2011). Prof. Cedar studied mathematics at M.I.T. and then received his 
M.D. and Ph.D. degrees from N.Y.U.   

Since 1996, Prof. Israeli has been holder of the Dr. Julian Rozan Professor of Family Medicine and Health Promotion Chair at Hebrew 
University – Hadassah Medical School in Jerusalem.  Prior to his current position, Prof. Israeli served as the Director General of the 
Israeli Ministry of Health (2003-2009) and Director General of the Hadassah Medical Organization (1998-2001).  In addition, Prof. Israeli 
chaired Israel’s national committee to update the Israeli ‘basket’ of services included in the national health coverage.  Prof. Israeli 
received his medical degree and masters in public health from Hadassah – Hebrew University Medical School. He received an additional 
master’s degree from the Sloan School of Management at M.I.T. in Boston.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Prof. Abraham IsraeliProf. Chaim Cedar
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BSF ANNOUNCES NEW REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

We are pleased to announce that Diane Romirowsky has joined the BSF as Regional Director of Development, 
serving the eastern portion of the United States.  Diane will work closely with Gary A. Leo, BSF National 
Director of Development, to raise awareness and support for the collaborative research that is the 
cornerstone of the BSF’s mission.

A nationally recognized development professional, Diane has been integrally involved in fundraising for 
Israel’s leading universities, including serving as Director of Development for the New York Metropolitan 
Region of the American Society for Technion – Israel Institute of Technology, and National Director of Principal 
Gifts for the American Friends of Hebrew University.  In addition, Diane has served in key fundraising 

leadership positions for Solomon Schechter Day School of Bergen County in New Jersey, the Jewish Home and Hospital Lifecare System in 
New York City, and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.

“I am very pleased that Diane has joined the BSF team,” says Gary Leo.  “She brings a great deal of experience and knowledge working 
with both American and Israeli institutions to help them grow and meet their program goals. I know she will do the same for the BSF.”

Diane is based in New Jersey and can be reached at diane@bsf.org.il, or by phone at 201-280-1472.

The BSF Board of Governors has elected Dr. Clifford Gabriel as its new Chair and Prof. Mina Teicher as its new Vice-Chair.  The Chair and 
Vice-Chair of the BSF alternate annually between the U.S. and Israel.

Dr. Gabriel is Senior Advisor in the Office of Integrative Activities within the Office of the Director at the 
National Science Foundation in the U.S.  In this position, he provides policy guidance on a range of 
issues including the Foundation’s treatment of transformative research.  From 2005 through 2007, he 
was Director of the Office of Science Coordination and Policy in the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances.  From 1996 through 2004, he served as Deputy 
to the Associate Director for Science in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.  

Prof. Mina Teicher has been a faculty member of the Department of Mathematics at Bar-Ilan University in Israel since 1982, and served as 
department chair from 1997 through 2001.  She was appointed Vice President for Research at the university in 2001, and held that position 
until 2005.  She served as Israel’s Chief Scientist from 2005 through 2007.  Prof. Teicher is a member of various international boards and 
committees, recently having been elected Vice President of the International Commission for Mathematical Instruction.

United States Development Office

WEST COAST

Gary Leo
e-mail: gary@bsf.org.il

1235 Yale Street
Santa Monica, California
90404, USA

Tel: 310-264-1606

EAST COAST

Diane Romirowsky 
e-mail: diane@bsf.org.il

553 Churchill Road
Teaneck, New Jersey
07666, USA

Tel: 201-280-1472

BOARD OF GOVERNORS ELECTS NEW OFFICERS

Diane Romirowsky

Dr. Clifford Gabriel   Prof. Mina Teicher



Becoming an Ambassador of the U.S.-Israel Binational Science Foundation is an investment with a vision: a stronger friendship between 
America and Israel, a more prosperous and secure Israel, and the best science for the good of all humanity.

BSF Ambassadors Council members represent those who are making a leadership commitment to American and Israeli scientists working 
collaboratively on world-class, leading-edge research that advances scientifi c knowledge while strengthening the historical alliance 
between these two nations.

To learn more about the Ambassadors Council, please contact Gary Leo, BSF National Director of Development, at gary@bsf.org.il or by phone 
at 310-264-1606; or Diane Romirowsky, Director of Development, Eastern Region, at diane@bsf.org.il or by phone at 201-280-1472.

If you are looking to make an investment with a vision, consider a gift of stock or securities to the BSF.  Gifts of stock and securities are 
tax deductible in the United States, and can be made for the benefi t of the BSF through P.E.F. Israel Endowment Funds, Inc., a tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) public charity.

To learn more about giving a gift of stock or securities to the BSF, please contact Gary Leo, BSF National Director of Development, at 
gary@bsf.org.il or by phone at 310-264-1606; or Diane Romirowsky, Director of Development, Eastern Region at diane@bsf.org.il, or by 
phone at 201-280-1472.
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Top 5 U.S. institutions 
with a history of 

BSF grants:

Top 5 U.S. states with 
the most grants since 

BSF was formed:

Top 5 Israeli institutions 
with a history of 

BSF grants:

University of 
California System:

850

National Institutes 
of Health:

230

Stanford 
University:

200

Harvard 
University:

190

Columbia
University:

130

CA:  975 NY:  684 MA:  556 MD:  459 IL:  282

Hebrew University: 
1,450

Technion:
720

Weizmann 
Institute:

890

Tel Aviv 
University:

1,010

Ben Gurion 
University:

500

THE HISTORY OF THE BSF - SERVING THE GREATER GOOD
In 1972, two men of action, (then) Israeli Ambassador Yitzhak Rabin and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Joseph Sisco, signed an historic treaty creating the United States-Israel 
Binational Science Foundation (BSF). The two governments committed to a full and equal partnership designed to promote and support collaboration in scientifi c research. Founded on 
the principles that science serves all mankind, that science prospers when scientists work together and that collaboration across borders increases the friendship and trust between 
nations, the BSF seeks out and supports the fi nest scientifi c minds in both countries. The grants themselves span a wide sphere of disciplines represented in the health and life 
sciences, natural sciences, social sciences and exact sciences.  At the core of the agreement is the tenet that all scientifi c gains are equally shared by the United States and Israel, 

further cementing the relationship between these friends and allies.

BSF BY THE NUMBERS:

Number of U.S. investigators that 
applied for BSF grants in 2010:

509
Number of Israeli investigators that 

applied for BSF grants in 2010:

529

BECOME A BSF AMBASSADOR AND BECOME AN ADVOCATE TO 
CREATE CHANGE THROUGH SCIENCE

CONSIDER A GIFT OF STOCK OR SECURITIES TO THE BSF


