
United States - Israel Binational Science Foundation Newsletter

OUR MISSION: Since 1972, The United States - Israel Binational Science Foundation (BSF) has brought 
together premier American and Israeli scientists to confront the challenges facing our times. By working            
in concert we can create groundbreaking research and positive change. The BSF is a simple equation :                   

Israeli + American Minds = Better Science

Vision, a publication of the BSF, is your ongoing connection to the important work taking place in our organization. We 
hope you will be moved and engaged by the influential thinking coming out of the United States - Israel Binational
Science Foundation (BSF), a vision that has the power to shape our future. 

WELCOME TO VISION

 

Multiple myeloma is the second most prevalent type of cancer affecting blood, bone marrow, and lymph nodes. One of 
the major characteristics of this and other types of cancer is the spreading of cancer cells (metastasis) from the primary 
tumor to other parts of the body. 

As Prof. Israel Vlodavsky from Technion’s Polak Center for 
Cancer Research and Vascular Biology explained: “The reason 
why cancer is so dangerous is because it spreads. We were the first 
to identify the molecule and the gene that encodes for the enzyme 
heparanase and proved that it plays a critical role in tumor progression.  

Heparanase enables tumor cells to enter blood vessels and exit at distant 
sites, and facilitates the supply of blood, oxygen and nutrients to a growing 
tumor.” As recent research in his laboratory showed, myeloma growth in mice 
is suppressed by a chemically modified heparin, which inhibits heparanase. 

Together with Prof. Ralph Sanderson 
at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham’s Myeloma Institute 
for Research and Therapy, Prof. 
Vlodavsky is carrying out studies to 
shed more light on the role played by heparanase in bone destruction. They are also 
designing second-generation heparanase inhibitors as possible new anti-myeloma 
drugs. Another approach is to develop antibodies to inhibit heparanase activity.

They will test these potential new therapies in mouse myeloma models. These 
researchers believe these new approaches against myeloma will also be effective 
in a broad range of other cancers involving heparanase overexpression.

We congratulate Prof. Israel Vlodavsky and Prof. Ralph Sanderson on winning 
the 2010 Neufeld Prize.

ANNOUCING THE 2010 NEUFELD PRIZE 
Chosen as Most Outstanding and Original Project in Health Sciences

Prof. Israel Vlodavsky

Prof. Ralph Sanderson
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Many human genetic diseases are the result of mutations 
causing premature termination of protein synthesis and 
hundreds of these ‘nonsense’ mutations are known. They have 
been shown to underlie cystic fibrosis (CF), Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy (DMD), Tay-Sachs, Hurler syndrome (HS) and other 
fatal diseases for which there is currently no effective treatment. 
Prof. Timor Baasov at Technion’s Schulich Faculty of 
Chemistry showed that some aminoglycoside antibiotics 
allow reading past the false stop signal to generate full-length 
functional proteins. However, to date, the high toxicity of these 
drugs in humans limits their therapeutic use. Combining his 
experience with the complementary expertise of Dr. Daniel 
Pilch from Rutgers University/The University of Medicine 
and Dentistry at Piscataway, and other laboratories, Prof. 

Baasov developed novel aminoglycosides programmed to fix nonsense mutations in genetic diseases which are 
less toxic to mammalian cells.

“In breakthrough research, we have shown for the first time that by chemically modifying an existing antibacterial 
drug, we can target it selectively to human cells, while, at the same time, lowering its toxicity. This novel drug line 
can potentially be used to repair ‘faulty’ genes in human beings,” explained Prof. Baasov. “This is a completely 
new direction, and we are currently investigating the potential of these new compounds for treating certain types of 
cancer in which nonsense stop mutations play a key role. ‘Chemistry’ can be used to do many good things, such 
as redesigning toxic compounds to produce valuable drugs. We are making sense out of ‘nonsense’,” Prof. Baasov 
added. Together they have applied for a license for these new drugs, and are now looking into using them to treat 
many other genetic diseases, which have been incurable until now. 

Developing alternative energy sources, such 
as solar energy, is a key priority in view of 
the constantly increasing financial, strategic 
and environmental costs of conventional 
fuels. Organic photovoltaics (OPVs) offer 
an inexpensive alternative to traditional 
semiconductors for generating electrical power 
by converting solar radiation into electrical  
current. OPVs exhibit unparalleled flexibility in 
design at the nanoscale level. However, a great 
deal of basic research is still needed to exploit 
the full potential of OPVs. 

Dr. Iris Visoly-Fisher at Ben Gurion University’s 
Katz Institute for Nanoscale Science and 
Technology, and Prof. Devens Gust at Arizona State University’s Center for Bio-Inspired Solar Fuel Production 
are studying structure–property relationships of OPVs at the most fundamental level -- the single molecule. They 
have adapted well-established scanning probe microscopy for this purpose.

Analysis of OPVs at the single molecule level should lead to the rational design of improved, inexpensive 
and efficient OPV devices. These research findings are expected to have implications both for basic and 
applied science. Among the applications are OPV devices for producing solar electricity and single-molecule 
optoelectronic elements.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE—NEW RESEARCH NEWS
New Antibiotics for Treating Cystic Fibrosis and Other Genetic Diseases

Prof. Timor Baasov Dr. Daniel Pilch

Creating Solar Energy with Properties of Photovoltaics at the Nanoscale Level

Dr. Iris Visoly-Fisher Prof. Devens Gust
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Obesity has become a global epidemic, particularly in the 
last two decades. While it is well recognized that caloric 
intake, dietary choices, and lack of exercise contribute to 
this phenomenon, it is also becoming increasingly clear 
that other environmental factors play a key role. Among 
these may be greater exposure to artificial light -- allowing 
people to extend daytime activities into the night, including 
shift work, and long periods spent sitting in front of television 
and computer screens. In an article recently published 
in the prestigious PNAS  (Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences), Prof. Randy Nelson, Chair of the 
Department of Neuroscience at Ohio State University, 
and Prof. Abraham Haim, Head of the Chronobiology 

Unit at the University of Haifa, reported that mice exposed to a relatively dim light at night for 8 weeks gained 
50% more body mass than a control group kept in a standard light-dark cycle. 

These researchers believe that light at night might lead to a drop in production of the hormone melatonin. As well 
as affecting metabolism, melatonin may disrupt the expression of the body’s clock genes, which control the timing 
of routine events, such as eating, physical activity and sleep.

The effective management of digital rights is a 
central challenge facing many industries making the 
transition from physical to digital products. Success 
is determined by whether a balanced control of 
digital rights is combined with the appropriate 
digital product line and pricing strategy. 

Prof. Gal Oestreicher-Singer from Tel Aviv 
University’s Recanati Graduate School of 
Business Administration, and Prof. Arun 
Sundararajan at New York University’s Stern 
School of Business are studying the optimal 
pricing and digital rights management choices 
for sellers of digital goods subject to piracy and 
undergoing the transition from tangible to electronic 
sales. They plan to develop an applied economic 
model for the value of digital rights in different 
cases: for products embedded in tangible physical artifacts, pure digital goods, and rights permitted by the 
digital rights management (DRM) platform, which might affect the extent of digital piracy. 

The predictions of the new theory will be tested on data from the e-Book industry. The researchers will gauge 
the effects of piracy by comparing a unique dataset from a leading e-Bookseller with data about the prices and 
demand for tangible books from a leading e-Commerce retailer. Preliminary results suggest that digital rights 
should not always be granted, since there is a trade-off between their contributions to positive economic value 
and leading to more piracy. 

As industries like publishing and television are increasingly transformed by information technology, managing 
such transitions is becoming more and more central to continued success and business model viability. 
Understanding how the Internet affects markets and industry structure is of key importance.

Artificial Light at Night Contributes to Obesity

Prof. Randy Nelson

Determining the Economic Value of Digital Rights
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Foraging -- the everyday routine activity of searching for food -- is 
critical to animal wellbeing and survival. Studies on foraging are 
currently among the major research areas in ecology.

The inherently important role played by animal movement in 
foraging has not been extensively studied, mostly due to difficulty 
of tracking animals in the wild. Prof. Ran Nathan, Chairman of 
the Hebrew University’s Alexander Silberman Institute of Life 
Sciences and Head of the Movement Ecology Laboratory, 
and Prof. Wayne Getz from the University of California at 
Berkeley’s Department of Environmental Science are studying 
foraging efficiency and movement patterns of Griffon vultures. 
They are looking into how resource predictability, and social 
(dominance and information sharing) and internal (breeding 
status) factors affect foraging behavior.

These investigators employ small GPS (Global Positioning 
System) units to track free-ranging vultures in their natural 
environment. They combine this technology with state-of-the-art tools, such as three-dimensional accelerometers, 
miniaturized radio-frequency identification (RFID) tags, field observations, and innovative modeling and analysis 
techniques, to assess behavior, physiological state, and external environmental conditions of the tracked birds. 
So far, they have been tracking about 40 birds with GPS units, as well as employing a large number of RFID tags. 
Preliminary data reveals that some vultures embark on remarkable journeys well beyond Israel, reaching as far 
as the Saudi Arabia–Yemen border; while others keep a rather limited home range confined to the Judean Desert 
(between Kibbutz Ein Gedi near the Dead Sea and the town of Arad).  

The findings in this research, carried out in close coordination with the Israeli Nature Reserves and Parks Authority, 
are expected to provide management guidelines for conservation of the endangered Griffon populations.

Brain tumors are the leading cause of cancer-related deaths in 
patients below the age of 35. Prognosis for brain tumors treated by 
conventional cancer therapy is extremely poor. 

Prof. Joseph Kost, Head of the Department of Chemical 
Engineering at Ben Gurion University, and Prof. Henry Brem, 
Chair of the Department of Neurosurgery at the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital, are developing a new non-invasive approach against 
brain cancer combining gene therapy and High-Intensity Focused 
Ultrasound (HIFU).  Prof. Brem has already changed the way brain 
tumors are treated by devising FDA-approved Gliadel, a novel 

polymer implant system for delivering chemotherapy to the brain.

Gene therapy is based on correcting for the abnormal cancer genes. These researchers plan to insert a gene into 
the cancer cells that would cause them to die. This would be done by a process known as transfection: attaching the 
gene to a vehicle molecule targeting the malignant cells. Pectin would be used as the vehicle. Since cancer cells have 
receptors for pectin while other body cells do not, the gene-pectin complex should enter cancer cells selectively.

To further increase the effectiveness of treatment, HIFU (an FDA-approved clinical technique) would be directed at 
brain tumors. This should enhance permeability of the cancer cell membranes to the gene-pectin transfection agent.                                                        

New Non-Invasive Treatment for Brain Cancer 

Prof. Wayne Getz

Prof. Henry BremProf. Joseph Kost

MAKING A DIFFERENCE—NEW RESEARCH NEWS
Tracking Foraging Behavior in Vultures
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Two pioneers in the therapeutic application of stem cell research are 
collaborating on a project to advance understanding and potential treatment 
for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, a 
lethal condition affecting about 30,000 Americans.  The disease progressively 
destroys motor neurons, leaving patients unable to move or speak. They 
eventually die when they can no longer breathe, although their cognitive 
processes remain intact, allowing them to understand what is happening to 
them. The cause of motor neuron death in ALS patients is not known, and 
there is no effective treatment currently available. 
 
Progress in understanding this disease and new therapeutic approaches is 
seriously hampered by the lack of human cell culture models of ALS. Together 
Dr. Benjamin Reubinoff, Director of the Human Embryonic Stem Cell 
Research Center at the Hadassah Medical Organization, and Dr. Eva 
Feldman, Director of the A. Alfred Taubman Medical Research Institute 
and the Program for Neurology Research & Discovery at the University of 
Michigan, are working to correct that, by developing human model systems of 
ALS using the latest advances in embryonic stem cell technology. They employ 
harmless viruses to infect embryonic stem cells with genetic material that they 

believe will recreate the conditions of ALS. At the same time, they reprogram skin cells from patients with the familial 
(genetic) form of ALS back to an embryonic state. A comparison of the two lines should lead to a greater understanding of 
the pathology seen in ALS patients and eventually to a reliable human cell model of the disease. 

These models would provide a valuable new tool for studying cellular and molecular alterations in the motor neurons 
underlying ALS, and allow easy and convenient testing of potential new treatments for ALS in the laboratory. This would 
be done by screening a large number of small molecules for possible protective effects in ALS-affected motor neurons. 
The most effective of these would be further developed into novel drugs for ALS patients. This research team is at the 
forefront in applying stem cell research to treating human disease.

Persistent early-childhood sleep problems occur in up to 20% of all infants. 
They are associated with difficult temperament and behavior problems 
in infants, as well as with maternal depression and family stress. Training 
parents to limit interaction with their children at bedtime and during the 
night significantly improves infant sleep.  However, the significant infant and 
parental distress involved deters many parents and professionals from using 
these interventions. 

Prof. Avi Sadeh, Director of Tel-Aviv University’s Laboratory for 
Children’s Sleep-Wake Disorders, Prof. Emeritus Thomas F. Anders from 
the M.I.N.D. Institute at the University of California at Davis, and Prof. 
Susan Calkins of the Department of Human Development and Family 
Studies at the University of North Carolina, Greensboro, are carrying out 
a systematic study of the intervention process. They probe the distress experienced by the infants and their 
parents, and the factors predicting adherence to the intervention process and treatment success. Interventions 
based on withdrawing parental involvement at night, either with or without constant parental presence in the 
room, are assessed. 

The results will provide information about how to “tailor” interventions to families with specific characteristics, reduce 
infant distress and crying during the process, and trace the subsequent effects on infant sleep and behavior. 

Dr. Benjamin Reubinoff

Dr. Eva Feldman

Understanding the Human Stem Cell Model for Treatment of ALS

Preventing Sleep Problems in Early Childhood Through Interventions 

Prof. Avi Sadeh
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The University of California, San Diego (UC San Diego), one of the nation’s 
preeminent universities, and the BSF have established the first-ever Multiplier 
Grants Program, designed to enhance funding for current and future BSF 
research projects involving UC San Diego and Israeli research partners.

“This is the first time in the history of the BSF that we have formalized a partnership with an institution to 
provide targeted and enhanced funding, which resonates to the BSF strategic objective of increasing grant 
size,” said Yair Rotstein, Executive Director of the BSF. “Larger grants are a powerful advantage for research 
advancements and we hope that with larger grants come greater results.”

The BSF-UC San Diego Multiplier Research Grants Fund will supplement BSF Grants awarded to research 
projects conducted by researchers at the university jointly with Israeli scientists. Israeli institutions partnering 
with UC San Diego on the BSF Grants include the Technion Institute of Technology, Tel Aviv University and the 
Weizmann Institute of Science, among others. 

“A BSF Grant is highly prestigious in the scientific community,” continued Rotstein. “There are many examples 
of successful projects conducted by collaborating U.S. and Israeli scholars that were facilitated by BSF funding 
– this partnership is path-breaking.”  

Research taking place at UC San Diego and Israeli institutions through BSF Grants include extremely diverse 
subjects such as:

• How the molecular mechanisms in plants can help reduce    
 the need for water
• The study of human embryonic stem cells aimed at    
 developing therapies for heart failure
• The calculation of magnetic fields to design electromagnetic  
 devices
• The development of information processing in two-way   
 communication methods
• The study of quantum physics and systems in magnetic   
 fields
• The development of the largest cosmological calculation ever  
 created

Dr. Haim Permuter of Ben Gurion University and Prof. Young-Han Kim of UC 
San Diego were celebrated for winning the Bergman Award—a special grant 
given to newly awarded BSF recipients who earned their doctoral degrees 
within the past five years, are younger than 35 and whose project is of high 
scientific quality. 

The grant is named after the late Prof. Ernest David Bergmann, who was 
internationally recognized for his significant contribution to organic chemistry 
and played a major role in creating the BSF. Most importantly, he was a 
champion of young scientists. 

UCSD AND BSF SIGN GROUNDBREAKING FUNDRAISING AGREEMENT
Multiplier Research Grant to Strengthen Collaborative Projects at UC San Diego

BERGMANN MEMORIAL RESEARCH AWARD WINNER CELEBRATED
Additional BSF Research Grants for UC San Diego Professor

Dr. Haim Permuter, Prof. Young-Han 
Kim and Gary Leo, National Director 

of Development, BSF. 
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Dr. Michael Crosby, Senior Vice President for Research at the Mote 
Marine Laboratory in Sarasota, has over 30 years of diverse experience 
in research, teaching, science management and leadership endeavors. 
During the last two decades, he has been playing an active role in leading 
national and international multi-disciplinary research programs, as well 
as developing national policy for US science programs. Below are his 
thoughts on the BSF:

Over the years, you have collaborated with Israeli researchers in 
your field of marine biology. Can you briefly describe this and how it 
influenced your role with the BSF?
A much larger research partnership effort that I was involved with began 
in the mid-1990’s as an outcome of the Peace Treaty between Israel and 

Jordan, which was facilitated by the U.S. I was honored to be selected as the overall Principal Investigator 
and Coordinator for the Red Sea Marine Peace Park Research and Monitoring Program.  During this 
project, we achieved great progress in using transboundary marine science partnerships to address 
critical science questions and resource management needs in the Gulf of Aqaba.  We published a number 
of papers together and made joint presentations on our research at international science conferences in 
the Middle East, Hawaii, California and Washington, DC.  To this day, I continue to actively pursue new 
opportunities for research partnerships with colleagues at both academic 
and government sponsored marine research institutions.

Why is the BSF so highly regarded among American researchers?
There is no question that the modern day research conducted in Israel is 
at the top level of a global research enterprise. The U.S. can learn a great 
deal through partnerships with Israeli scientists.  This is especially true with 
regards to the transition of basic research into the application of newfound 
knowledge – what some may call science and technology innovation.

What do you think are the main things the Israeli and American 
scientists gain from their collaborations with their BSF partners?
Since the early 1970’s, the BSF has served an absolutely vital role for broadening the international 
perspectives and experiences of both our science communities and enabling them to share culture and 
approaches for conducting research.  We have learned much from each other, and recognize that there is 
still so much more to learn together.

What contributions do research collaborations between Israelis and Americans make to relations 
between the two countries? 
I am a firm believer in the huge potential that international science partnerships have in building bridges 
between nations.  Even for two nations such as Israel and the U.S., who have an unbroken history of 
support for each other, it is essential to continually nurture the next generation of research partnerships. 

What’s new at the BSF that is exciting to you?
The BSF is demonstrating leadership in its implementation of an innovative pilot program to support 
transformative research partnerships between U.S. and Israeli scientists. The BSF is ahead of other 
governmental science agencies in its willingness to implement this experimental program.  Some may 
consider it a risky investment in some rather cutting edge proposals that challenge current paradigms 
of science. However, I am convinced that only through such a proactive effort can we achieve results 
that will radically challenge current understandings in science and potentially create whole new fields 
of study.  This is a program that truly will be eventually recognized as instrumental for establishing new 
frontiers in science.

MEET THE BSF 
Dr. Michael Crosby, Member BSF Board of Governors, Chairman (’03-’04), Vice-Chair (’02-‘03)

Dr. Michael Crosby

Dr. Crosby conducting research for 
Mote Marine Laboratory 
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Prof. Ehud Razin

Prof. David E. Fisher

  How did your collaboration begin? 

Prof. Ehud Razin, Department 
of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, Institute for Medical 
Research-Israel-Canada,The 
Hebrew University-Hadassah 
Medical School 
EHUD: First, let me give you 
some background. MITF 
and STAT3 are two of the 
most distinctive transcription 
factors found in melanocytes 
and mast cells. For many 
years, our laboratories, both 

separately and, in collaboration, have been carrying 
out research on the role of these factors in survival, 
differentiation, growth and immunological activation in 
these cells. Our collaboration started eight years ago 
when we published our findings on the role played by 

a unique protein, PIAS3, in 
MITF transcriptional activity 
regulation in mast cells. Since 
Prof. Fisher from Harvard is a 
leading researcher in this field, 
he was naturally interested in 
my research. 

Prof. David E. Fisher, Dermatology, 
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
and Harvard University
DAVID: Our collaboration 
began when Professor Razin 
visited me during a trip to 

Boston, because he knew we had a common interest 
in the transcription factor called MITF. He was studying 
MITF activity in mast cells/allergy, whereas I was studying 
it in pigment cells (melanocytes).

  How does working collaboratively contribute to  
  the progress of this project and what do you learn 
  from each other? 

EHUD: Approaching the subject from different angles 
has enhanced our work and allowed us to branch out 
in new directions. As a practicing physician, Prof. Fisher 
attempts to extend our basic research findings to MITF-
associated malignant diseases.  As a mast-cell expert, 
I look for their relevance to allergy and asthma. We 
communicate regularly by phone and by email. Our 
annual meetings, when we have a chance to sit together 
and discuss our progress and plans for the coming year, 
are very important for our collaboration. 

DAVID: We quickly realized that we brought 
complementary concepts and technologies to our 
respective studies, permitting us each to share ideas and 
accelerate progress in understanding MITF’s activities in 
both mast cells and melanocytes.

  How is the project coming along? 

EHUD: It is progressing very nicely. Our collaboration 
seems to be providing an in-depth understanding of 
MITF function in a variety of cellular systems. 

  What is the future of your research? 

DAVID: It is always hard to be certain, but the field of our 
joint study has been scientifically very rich. I believe there 
will be greater and greater opportunities to translate the 
molecular discoveries from our labs into more translational 
applications which are pertinent to patients.

  What impact might your findings have on the 
  world at large? 

EHUD: Our findings are having an enormous impact in 
this field. The potential inhibition of the activities of these 
two transcription factors by PIAS3 and related peptides 
is expected to lead to the development of new drugs. 
This would have great potential if our findings can be 
generalized to other cell types.  Our research helps us 
appreciate how combining basic science and clinical 
observations can lead to the development of novel 
therapies. 

DAVID: The studies on mast cells could impact on 
new strategies for treatment of allergies. The studies 
on melanoma could impact on new clinical strategies 
for melanoma prevention or treatment of advanced 
disease.

  Do you find it more worthwhile to have a partner  
  working on the same effort -- how and why? 

EHUD: It is definitely more worthwhile when the 
collaboration is as effective and productive as ours 
is. Also, if we were working on similar projects, but 
separately, we would not share information until our 
results were published, which would seriously hamper 
the progress we have made as collaborators. 

DAVID: Collaboration is at the core of most successful 
science these days. From improved technology to 
improved interpretation of data, productive collaborations 
are of enormous value in a synergistic way.

COLLABORATIVE DIALOGUES: 
On Research in the Mechanism of Targeted Therapy in Human Melanoma and Other Cancers



9

The ten member Board, chaired by Prof. Thomas Crisman met in Israel in July 
2010. Dr. Yair Rotstein, Executive Director, reported a record number of 445 
proposals this year, with a dramatic increase in applications to the start-up program 
for young scientists.  Sixteen professional panels, including 14 Americans who 
came to Israel, participated in the selection process. Funding was approved for 112 
proposals at an average grant size of about $160,000. 

In the first year of the Transformative Science Program (research expected to lead 
to high impact breakthroughs), there were 52 pre-proposals, with 12 approved for 
full submission. In the special BSF Energy Program, six grants of $200,000 each 
were approved.  

In February, the Israeli Finance Ministry approved an extra $15 million in funding 
to the BSF, on condition that this is matched by the US government. The BSF 
staff is working together with the other two US–Israel Binational Foundations 
(BIRD—Binational Industrial Research and Development Foundation and BARD—
Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund) to ensure that this additional support will materialize. 

The dates for next year’s Board Meetings were set for January 27-28 in Washington DC, and June 30–July 1 in 
Jerusalem. New Board appointments were made for 2010-11: Dr. Shlomo Wald, Chief Scientist in the Ministry for 
Infrastructures as Chair, and Dr. Clifford Gabriel, Senior Advisor in the NSF, as Vice-Chair.

You can become a member of the U.S. - Israel Binational Science Foundation Ambassadors Council by 
making a gift to our research program in support of our mission to foster collaborative scientific excellence between 
the U.S. and Israel.

Members of the Ambassadors Council take a leadership role in supporting a historic and unprecedented partnership. 
As a member, you receive the following benefits: 

• Periodic research updates 
• A listing in “Vision,” the international newsletter of the BSF 
• Recognition in the U.S.- Israel Binational Science Foundation Annual Report 
• Donor recognition on the BSF website bsf.org.il 
• Participation in periodic Roundtable Conference Calls with BSF-funded scientists 
• Personal meetings with BSF leadership and scientists from Israel and the United States
 
To learn more about the BSF, the Ambassadors Council and how you can make a direct impact, please contact 
Gary Leo, National Director of Development at (310) 264-1606 or gary@bsf.org.il.To learn more about U.S. - Israel 
Binational Science Foundation’s comprehensive research funded with the help of Ambassador Council donors, go 
to www.bsf.org.il and click on “DONATE.”

BECOME A BSF AMBASSADOR AND AN ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE
How You Can Make a Difference

SUMMER BOARD MEETING 
New Appointees and Grants Announced
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MEET THE DONORS 
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation Create Biggest Private Grant to Date

It is with great pleasure we announce our largest grant and 
new Ambassador Council member—The Rosalinde and Arthur 
Gilbert Foundation. The Gilberts were passionate philanthropists, 
inveterate art collectors and astute business people.

Born and raised in England, the Gilberts immigrated to Los Angeles 
in 1949 and became successful real estate entrepreneurs. They 
committed their efforts to significant charitable endeavors locally 
and in the State of Israel while assembling one of the world’s 
preeminent decorative arts collections.
 
In 1996, a year after Rosalinde passed away, Arthur donated 
their world-renowned collection of snuff and decorative boxes, 
decorative gold and silver, micro-mosaics, Judaica and enamel 
miniatures to England. This collection, the most lavish gift ever 
given by a non-citizen to England, is housed in the Gilbert galleries 
at The Victoria and Albert Museum in London and at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art. Arthur Gilbert was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth in 1999.

Upon Sir Arthur Gilbert’s death in 2001, a substantial portion of the Gilberts’ fortune was donated to The 
Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation to continue their humanitarian and charitable endeavors—two of 
which uniquely intersect the BSF’s mission: 
 • Education, economic development, and scientific research in Israel 
 • Research programs at UC Berkeley and UCLA 

The grant will establish a collaborative partnership that will 
directly benefit BSF grantees at UCLA and UC Berkeley 
and their Israeli counterparts. Each year, the BSF and 
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation will provide 
complementary funding for BSF Grantees in the U.S. or 
Israel or will split the funds between universities.

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation is committed 
to providing and connecting resources to organizations that 
promote and improve health, education, economic, and 
cultural opportunities to communities in California and Israel, 
and this grant demonstrates their ongoing commitment 
to groundbreaking and important charitable endeavors.

“We’re grateful for the support and involvement of The 
Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation in helping expand 
BSF research projects at UCLA and UC Berkley,” said Yair 
Rotstein, Executive Director, BSF. “One of our key goals for 
2010 was to expand our endowment beyond our govern-
mental grants and The Gilbert Foundation gift is a premier 
example of what we can accomplish in 2011 and beyond.”

“We believe in the mission of the BSF and look forward to 
working with them for many years to come,” said Richard 
Ziman and Martin Blank, Co-Trustees of The Rosalinde and 
Arthur Gilbert Foundation. Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert



VISION
A Publication of the United States - Israel Binational Science Foundation

Editor: Dr. Rifkah Goldberg - rifkahg@netvision.net.il
Marketing/PR: Lauren de la Fuente, Pearl Street Marketing - lauren@pearlstreetmarketing.com

Designer: Maria Villar - work@mariavillardesign.com

11

CONTACT INFORMATION 

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), a member of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, continues to urge the U.S. 
Department of Energy to ensure that this critical grant program 
between the United States and Israel continues.

In her letter, Senator Gillibrand wrote, “I write to request that 
you continue allocation in Fiscal Year 2011 to support the U.S.-
Israel Cooperative Energy Agreement. The projects funded 
by these appropriations to date include cooperative research 
grants to joint programs of significance to our country’s national 
security and economy. The U.S.-Israel Cooperative Energy 
Agreement has helped to progress our energy goals; funding 
projects with New York companies and research institutions, as 
well as entities all across the United States.” 

Senator Gillibrand has led the fight to preserve the continuation 
of this important private sector funding of energy research and 
development initiatives. “I strongly support the aim of renewable 
energy collaboration between the U.S. and Israel.  Our work 
with Israel, a world leader in green energy research and 
development, has great promise for the future of marketable 
alternative energy technologies. U.S.-Israel collaboration and 
the work of foundations such as BIRD and BSF have had a 
lasting and fundamental impact on our countries’ economies 
and relationship.”

United States-Israel Binational  
Science Foundation

Executive Director: Dr. Yair Rotstein
e-mail: yair@bsf.org.il

POB 45086, 8 Hamarpeh Street 
Har Hotzvim, Jerusalem, 91450, ISRAEL

Tel: +1 972-2-5828239
Fax: +1 972-2-5828306
E-mail: bsf@bsf.org.il
Web: www.bsf.org.il

United States Development Office

LOS ANGELES

Gary Leo
e-mail: gary@bsf.org.il

1235 Yale Street
Santa Monica, California
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THE HISTORY OF THE BSF - SERVING THE GREATER GOOD

In 1972, two men of action, (then) Israeli Ambassador Yitzhak Rabin and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Joseph 
Sisco, signed a treaty creating the United States-Israel Binational Science Foundation (BSF).  Committing to a full and 
equal partnership, the two governments each gave $30 million to fund this new endowment designed to promote and 
financially support collaboration in scientific research. Founded on the principles that science serves all mankind, that 
science prospers when scientists work together and that collaboration across borders increases the friendship and trust 
between nations, BSF would seek out and support the finest scientific minds in both countries. The grants themselves 
would span a wide sphere of disciplines represented in the health and life sciences, natural sciences, social sciences 
and exact sciences.  At the core of the agreement was the tenet that all scientific gains would be equally shared by the  

United States and Israel, further cementing the relationship between these friends and allies.

WHAT WE SUPPORT:
Life Sciences:
medicine
biology
psychology
biomedical-
engineering

Natural Sciences:
atmospheric science
earth science
oceanography
limnology
environment
energy
ecology

Social Sciences:
economics
sociology

Exact Sciences:
physics
chemistry
mathematics
materials
nanotechnology
computer sciences

“The Support of the
United States - Israel Binational
Science Foundation will prepare
the next generation of U.S. and
Israeli scientists for a leadership
role in our global tomorrow”

- Shimon Peres
  President of the State of Israel


